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ORDINANCE NO. 2015-02 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF OURAY COUNTY, COLORADO 

AMENDING ORDINANCE 2014-01, ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR NON-COMMERCIAL 
CAMPING 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has authority pursuant to C.R.S. 30-11-101, 30-
28,102,30-28-115, and 30-28-116 to promulgate regulations governing zoning and land use and to 
promote the health, welfare and safety of the inhabitants of the county; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners adopted a comprehensive Ordinance, 2014-02, 
attached hereto, addressing the terms and conditions by which non-commercial camping is permitted as 
a use by right in all Ouray County zoning districts except the Colona district; and 

WHEREAS, since adoption of Ordinance 2014-01, unintended consequences and concerns with 
long-term camping have been brought to the attention of the Board of County Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners agrees that certain clarifications and revisions 
to Ordinance 2014-01 would better reflect the intention of the Board in adopting Ordinance 2014-01 and 
would better protect the health, welfare and safety of the inhabitants of the County; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF OURAY 
COUNTY, COLORADO: 

1. Ordinance 2014-01 is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 5 - Definitions is amended to read as follows: 

NON-COMMERCIAL CAMPING. Overnight, short-term, and long-term occupancy when: 

a) No fee (except a trespass fee for hunting or fishing or an outfitters fee) is paid or charged for such 
occupancy, and 

b) Such occupancy is in conformance with any applicable State or Federal regulations, and 
c) Written permission from the owner of the tract occupied has been obtained, and 
d) Adequate sanitation is available and utilized, and, 
e) The property being occupied is properly kept and cared for, and 
f) A Long-term Camping Application has been approved by Ouray County, if occupancy exceeds 30 

days in a calendar year, and 
g) The parcel or lot is 3 acres or greater in size for long-term camping, and 
h) All setbacks must comply with the underlying zoning. 
i) No more than 1 (one) long-term camping permit consistent with occupancy of the underlying 

zone, may be issued per parcel within a calendar year. 
j) Non-commercial camping is allowed in a County approved PUD or subdivision when the subject 

property includes a properly permitted primary dwelling unit, and, the proposed use is not 
otherwise prohibited. 

2. In all other respects, Ordinance 2014-01 remains in full force and effect and without changes. 

3. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall be effective on TUNC ID , 2015 and shall remain in effect until such 
time as this Ordinance is amended, temporarily suspended or repealed. 

4. Certification. 

The Ouray County Clerk and Recorder shall certify to the passage of this Ordinance and make not less 
than three copies of the adopted Ordinance available for inspection by the public during regular 
business hours. 
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INTRODUCED AND FIRST READING on April 15. 2015 and first reading continued until May 5. 2015 

and on such date ordered published in the aURA Y COUNTY PLAINDEALER. 

Published on April 23. 2015. 

Board of County Commissioners 

ouray/tVC5; 
~-d?~ 

> 
Don Batchelder, Chair 

Lynn M. Pad , Vice-Chair 

~ ZC) 
~en Tisdel, Commissioner Member 

ADOPTED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING on MA'1 ~ 2015. 

Board of County Commissioners 
Ouray County, Colora ..,/' 

.::::-:: ------
Don Batchelder, Chair 

Lynn M. Pa elt, Vice-Chair 

g ... ZO 
Ben Tisdel, Commissioner Member 
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CERTIFICATION BY OURAY COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER: 

I, Michelle Nauer, Clerk and Recorder of Ouray County and Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners, 
do hereby attest and certify that this Ordinance was 

INTRODUCED AND READ ON April 15. 2015 AND CONTINUED TO May 5. 2015 AND READ AND 

ORDERED PUBLISHED AT SUCH REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS. 

THE ORDINANCE WAS PUBLISHED IN FULL IN THE OURAY COUNTY PLAINDEALER ON April 23. 

2015 ALONG WITH A NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED AT A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS ON Mrs':'! ~ , 2015 AFTER THE SECOND AND FINAL READING OF THE 

ORDINANCE. 

PUBLISHED AFTER ADOPTION IN THE OURA Y COUNTY PLAINDEALER ON 

THE 1- DAY OF Mtt VI ,2015. 

and County 
BY:'l:fa'FllJElh Hollenbeck, Deputy Clerk of the Board 

} ... ' 
" l' 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2014-01 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF OURAY COUNTY, COLORADO 

ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR NON-COMMERCIAL CAMPING 

WHEREAS, the Board of Counly Commissioners has aulhorily pursuanl to C.R.S. 30-11-101, 30· 
28,102,30·28-115, and 30·28·116 to promulgate regulations governing zoning and land use and to 
promote the health, welfare and safety of the Inhabllants 01 the county; and 

WHEREAS, non-commercial camping Is permitted as a use by right In all OUray County zoning 
dlstrtcts except the Colona district; and 

WHEREAS. the definition oIl101K01Tlmeteial camping in the OUray County Land Use Code has 
led 10 confusion and varying InterpretatJons for fmplementatJon; and 

WHEREAS, Board respects lhe rights of private property owners to use and enjoy thelr property, 
but desfres to ensure that non-commerclaf camping ts conducted In a manner that protects the health and 
safety of residents and visitors In the County; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF OURAY 
COUNTY, COLORADO: 

Section 1. TltllI. 

This Ordinance shall be known and referred to as the 'Ouray County Non-Commerclal Camping 
Ordinance' and may be cited and referenced as such. 

Soctlon 2. Authority. 

This Ordinance Is authorized pursuant to. Inter alia. Colorado Revised Slatutes 30-11·101. 30·28, 
102,30·28-115, and 30·28·118. 

Section 3. Purposo. 

The Board of County Commis5loners or Ouray County. Colorado, finds and declares that n0n­
commercial camping Is a use by rigllt in all but one zoning district in Ouray Calmly, and. as such. is 
an acceptable use 01 private property. so long as certain 5BnltaUon requirements are met. 

Sactlon 4. Scope of Ordinance. 

ThIs Ordinance shall apply within the unincorporated territory of Ouray County. Colorado. 

Sactlon 5. Definltlons. 

Non-commercial Camping Is defined as: 

NON·COMMERCIAL CAMPING. Overnight. short-term, and long-term occupancy when: 

a) No fee (except a trespass fee for hunting or fishing or an outfitters fee) Is paid or charged for such 
occupancy. and 

b) SUch occupancy Is in conformance with any applicable Stale or Federal regulaUons. and 
c) Written permission from the owner of the tract occupied hes been obtained. and 
d) Adequate sanitation is available. and 
e) The property being occupied Is properly kept and cared fOf, and 
f) A Long-term Camping AppHc;ation has been approved by Ouray County. If occupancy exceeds 30 

days In a calendar year. and 
g) The parcel Of lot size exceeds 3 acres in size for long-term camping. 
h) No mOfe than 1 (one) long-term camping perm" consistent with occupancy of the underlying 

zone, may be Issued per parcel. 
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Sect/on 6. Application Required for Non-commercial Camping Beyond Thirty (30) Days. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Non·commerclal camping for more then IhJrty (30) days may be approved by the Land 
Use Siaff upon applicalion by the person wanting to camp In excess of thirty (30) days 
on a form 10 be provided by the Land Use slall. similar 10 Ihe form allaehed herelo as 
ExhlbilA. 
Anyone applying 10 engage In nOlH:Ommarelal camping for more then thirty (30) days 
shan dernonstrale to the salisfaction of tha Land Use staff, counly buRding inspeclor, or 
Ihe Director 0/ Public Health. thai adequale sanllalion or 5IIWiIge facHtties are available 
and Will be used 10 ensure thai domestic wasle is not lelt on or In the ground, or In 
contael with surface or ground wallll'. 
Accaplabie sanitation facDllles may Include. bul are nollimlled 10. an engineered and 
county approved sepllc syslem; a compost waste disposal system; or a temporal)' and 
portable tollet whlch Is subJecl to regular maintenance as recommended by the 
manufacturer; or such other sanilal/on syslem approved by the building inspeclor or lhe 
pubrlC heallh director. 
The thirty (30) day period for non·commerctal camping without applical/on shaD be any 
thirty (30) days In a calendar year, consecutive or cumulative 
Non-commerclal camping will be done In such a feshlon as to not become a nuisance 
lor others, public. or wildlife. 

Section 7. Vlolatlon. 

It shall be unlawful/or any person to violale eny proviSion of this Ordinance. 

Section 8. Enforcement and Penaltles 

The Board may seek an Injunction or other equilable relief In court to enjoin any violation of this 
Ordinance and may recover the costs of such actions. The County may seek such criminal or civB 
penalUes as are authorized by Colorado law, including as provided In C.R.S. 30-15-402. Each day of 
vlolal/on may be considered a separate violation. Each violation may resuilln a line up 10 $1,000. 

The Ouray Counly Sheriff shaD enforce any criminal penallies as may be authorized under Colorado 
law. Except as may otherwise be provided by Colorado law, all proseculions for vlolal/ons 0/ this 
Ordinance shan be by the Seventh Judicial District, Dlslrict Allorney. 

The remedies available under Colorado law for violation of this Ordinance shall be cumulative and In 
addition 10 any olher remedy which may be available to the Board or lhe Counly. Nothing conlalned 
hereIn shall be construed to preclude the Boerd from seeking such olher remedies In addilion to, Dr in 
lieu of. the legal remedies granled hereIn. 

Section 9. Severability. 

If a Court of compelent Jurisdiction shall hold any part of Ihis Ordinance void or unconslliulional, such 
part shall be deemed severable, and the invalldlly Ihereof shall not affect the remaining provisions of 
the Ordinance. 

Sectlon 10. Disposition of Fines, Fees and Forfeitures. 

Unless otherwise provided by law all fines and penallies, and the surcharges thereon. for the violation 
of this Ordinance shall be paid Inlo the lreasury of Ouray County. 

Seetion 11. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall be effective on \hI! y 2.& ,2014 and shall remain In effect unti such 
lime as this Ordinance Is amended, lemporarily suspended or repealed. 

Section 12. Interpretation. 

This Ordinance shall be so intllfpr8led and construed as to effectuale 115 general purpose. Section 
headings of the Ordinance shaD not be deemed 10 govern, 11m ii, modify or In any manner affect the 
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scope, meaning or exlent of \he provisions of any alllete or aectlon thereof. 

Sectlon 13. Certlflcatlon. 

The OUray County Clerk and Reccnfer sha. cartIfy 10 \he passage cllhIs Ordinance and make noIl"8 
than three copies of \he adopted Ordinance 8VilDabie for Inspection by thlt public during regular 
business hours, 

INTRODUCED AND FIRST READING on 1i~E 10 ,2014 and firsl reading continued unlll 

:Tl.h.! IF '1.4 , 2014 and on such dale orderad published in the OURA Y COUNTY 

Pl.AINDEALER. 

Published on J"VNE \'2..! 2.014 . 

F. Mike Fedel, VIca.qj1~ 

\A~ 
Oon BaIcheIder, Commlulonat Member 

ADOPTED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING on Jitll k eZ:td rile)) 1 
Board of County Commlaaloners 
Ouray County. Colorado 

~~~-
Lynn M. :&hBir 

Oon Balchelder, Commissioner Member 
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CERTIFICATION BY OURAY COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER: 

I, Michelle Nauer, Clerk and RlICOrder of Ouray County and Clerk to the Board at County Commissioner,. 
do hereby allsst and certify that this Ordinance was 

INTRODUCED AND READ ON 'jI'Ih.lE \0 , 2014 AND CONTINUED TO 

JII~1<i. 7 4 '20\1.0{ AND READ AND ORDERED PUBLISHED AT SUCH REGULAR MEETING 
i 

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

THE ORDINANCE WAS PUBLISHED IN FUll. IN THE OURAY COUNTY PL.AJNDEALER ON 

J""ye \ Z • 2 0 (I-J ALONG WITH A NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED AT A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS ON nUNC;: v-I, 2.01'-i, AFTER THE SECONO AND FINAl. READING OF 

THE ORDINANCE. 

PUBLISHED AFTER ADOPTION IN THE OURA Y COUNTY PLAINDEALER ON 

THE.2fL..DAYOF \t"b,lE:'" ,2014. 

o ~t.e.Rl~~ 
Micheli. Nauer 
Clerk and County Recorder 

o 
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