The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on January 19, 2021. Those present for the
session were, Ben Tisdel, Chair; Lynn M. Padgett, Vice-Chair; Jake Niece, Commissioner Member;
Connie Hunt, County Administrator; and Hannah Hollenbeck, Deputy Clerk of the Board. Carol Viner,
County Attorney, was not present.
• Note - This meeting was recorded for reference purposes. The meeting was conducted
virtually and in person pursuant to Resolution 2020-007 Setting Forth a Virtual
Meeting Policy During a Local Disaster Emergency.

A.

9:01

Call to the Public:
The uca/1 to the Publicn agenda item is a time when the public may bring forth items of interest or
concern. No formal action may be taken on these items during this time due to the open meeting
law provision; however, they may be placed on a future posted agenda if action is required.

Ordinance 2015-001 Regarding Off Highway Vehicles (OHVs)

George Kerber, County Road 22 resident, said that he was aware that the Board was considering
denying OHV access on some gravel county roads. Kerber said that he had traveled the Alpine Loop on
his non-sport utility ATV in the previous four years and had very few negative interactions with OHV
riders. He said that he had encountered licensed vehicle drivers driving very slowly and refusing to pull
over to let long lines of vehicles pass, as well as having heard stories about OHV users going off trail and
causing damage to fragile alpine tundra. He said that this demonstrated that there were bad apples in
every group.
Commissioner Tisdel requested that Kerber reserve his comments until the scheduled agenda item.

B.

9:04

General Business:
1. Request for approval of warrants:

M/S/P - Motion was made by Commissioner Padgett and seconded by Commissioner Niece to approve
the warrants as presented.
A roll call vote was taken on the motion with the following results:
Commissioner Tisdel voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Padgett voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Niece voted in the affirmative.
There was no discussion. Motion passed unanimously.
2.

Request for approval of the January 12, 2021 Minutes:

The Board agreed to minor changes reflecting that the meeting was the last meeting of the outgoing
Board, and updates to the signature block.

M/S/P - Motion was made by Commissioner Tisdel and seconded by Commissioner Niece to approve the
January 12, 2021 minutes, as modified.

A roll call vote was taken on the motion with the following results:
Commissioner Tisdel voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Padgett voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Niece voted in the affirmative.
There was no discussion. Motion passed unanimously.
3.

Request for approval and authorization of Commissioner's signatures on
Highway Users Tax Fund (HUTF) Report:

Jeff Bockes, County IT I GIS Manager, and Bill "Frowny" Frownfelter, Interim County Road and Bridge
Superintendent was present.
Backes said that there were no changes from the previous year.
The Board asked clarification questions regarding the process.
David Beckhardt, County Road 22A resident, asked if a road that underwent multiple layers of chip seal
would eventually be classified as an asphalt road. Hunt was not sure, and asked Frownfelter to look into
the classifications.
Commissioners Padgett and Niece agreed that more information was needed on the determination
between an unpaved and a paved road. Commissioner Niece said that it could help the Board make
decisions about future road projects.
M/S/P - Motion was made by Commissioner Padgett and seconded by Commissioner Niece to approve
and authorize Commissioner's signatures on Highway Users Tax Fund (HUTF) Report.

A roll call vote was taken on the motion with the following results:
Commissioner Tisdel voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Padgett voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Niece voted in the affirmative.
There was no discussion. Motion passed unanimously.
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4. Consideration of letter of support for a DORA grant:
Commissioner Padgett said that it would be helpful if the letter could be more specific about the project
scope. The Board agreed that the letter needed to be revised with specific project elements.

5. Request for approval and authorization of Chair's signature on Position
Replacement Form for a Deputy County Clerk position:
M/S/P - Motion was made by Commissioner Tisdel and seconded by Commissioner Padgett to approve
and authorize Chair's signature on Position Replacement Form for a Deputy County Clerk
position.
A roll call vote was taken on the motion with the following results:
Commissioner Tisdel voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Padgett voted in the affirmative.
Commissioner Niece voted in the affirmative.
There was no discussion. Motion passed unanimously.

6. Brief discussion of OHV Ordinance:
Justin Perry, County Sheriff, was present.
Commissioner Tisdel said that state legislation in 2017 authorized counties to enact additional safety
related elements for OHV operators. He said that San Miguel, San Juan, and Hinsdale Counties had
adopted additional standard safety regulations, but that Ouray County had not. Commissioner Tisdel
added that San Miguel, San Juan, Hinsdale and Ouray Counties had submitted a joint grant application
for improvements to the Alpine Loop and that the chances of award would be much greater if all counties
had a standard set of regulations. Additionally, enforcement, outreach, and education would be much
simpler if the regulations were standardized. Commissioner Tisdel described that the safety elements
included requiring eye protection and helmets, and not allowing more occupants than the OHV was
designed to accommodate.
Commissioner Padgett was interested in hearing public comments on the topic. She said that an opinion
from the County Attorney would helpful.
Commissioner Niece said that he was generally in favor of having a standard set of regulations between
the Alpine Loop Counties.
Commissioner Tisdel asked for public comment.
George Kerber, County Road 22 resident, said that he was aware that the Board was considering
denying OHV access on some gravel county roads. Kerber said that he had traveled the Alpine Loop on
his non-sport utility ATV in the previous four years and had very few negative interactions with OHV
riders. He said that he had encountered licensed vehicle drivers driving very slowly and refusing to pull
over to let long lines of vehicles pass, as well as having heard stories about OHV users going off trail and
causing damage to fragile alpine tundra. He said that this demonstrated that there were bad apples in
every group. Kerber said that he was unaware of any scientific data showing that ATVS or OHVs caused
more damage to the roads than heavier vehicles like jeeps or trucks. Kerber said that restricting
unlicensed OHVs from certain County Roads would not eliminate street-legal motorcycles, which needed
to travel at higher rates of speed to maintain balance. Kerber acknowledged that 2020 was an unusual
year with much higher usage of the Alpine Loop trails. Kerber said that he had no objection to paying the
yearly registration sticker fee for his ATV, and said that he would be willing to pay more if it meant
increased maintenance and law enforcement. He said that the licensed vehicles should be charged
similarly. He encouraged the Board not to engage in collective punishment of OHV riders.
Jennifer Cram, Ridgway resident, was unclear about the age requirements to operate an OHV and the
licensing requirements. She asked if the age limit would be standardized under the proposed revisions.
Commissioner Tisdel said that OHVs in Colorado did not receive a standard license plate like a regular
highway vehicle would. He said that if the OHVs were required to have a sticker from Colorado Parks and
Wildlife (CPW) in order to operate on county roads or public lands. He said that Ouray County regulations
currently required operators to have a valid driver's license and insurance. He said that State legislation
allowed individual counties to enact additional safety requirements. Cram said that there were many
occasions where she witnessed underage drivers operating OHVs. Commissioner Padgett said that it
was not an uncommon occurrence, in addition to other questionable operating tactics. Cram suggested
that the regulations be made clearer. Commissioner Niece agreed and said that the proposed changes
would increase clarity.
Referencing Kerber's statement, Commissioner Niece said that it was not the Board's intention to restrict
access to County Roads by OHVs.
Justin Perry, County Sheriff, said that the Backcountry Education Committee could be used to increase
education and awareness of regulations.
Oolgio Nergui, Ouray resident, supported consistent regulations pertaining to personal protection
equipment. She suggested that having additional safety requirements would attract more experienced
groups of users.
Carolyn Dresler, Wild Poppy Drive resident, supported the proposed changes, and said that it was a
public health issue as it pertained to the health and safety of the users. She said that additional support
and resources could be provided by the Public Health Department.
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David Beckhardt, County Road 22A resident, said that there needed to be a distinction between high
alpine roads and other roads in the County. He said that there was not a huge need for safety
improvements for OHV users on Log Hill Mesa, as the nature of the roads and usage were very different.
The Board agreed to direct staff to schedule a work session for further discussion regarding proposed
changes to the Ordinance.

D.

10:13

Justin Perry, Ouray County Sheriff:
1. Ouray County Sheriff Report:

Justin Perry, County Sheriff, and Tammy Stroup, County Undersheriff, were present.
Perry presented the Sheriff's Office priorities for the upcoming year. He said that he would be scheduling
quarterly updates with the Board.

B.

11:20

General Business:
7.

Consideration of Proclamation Supporting Staff during 2020 and for future
Years:

Commissioner Padgett presented the draft Proclamation.
Commissioner Tisdel highlighted additional accomplishments from the Road and Bridge and Land Use
Departments.
The Board agreed to direct staff to make additional revisions for consideration at a future meeting.

E.

11:27

Commissioner/Administrative Reports:

Connie Hunt, County Administrator, discussed the following:
1) Updates - Hunt provided an update on year-end and New Year financials and administrative
items. She said that the County Attorney advertisement had been distributed.
Commissioner Niece discussed the following:
1) Colorado River Water Conservation District - Commissioner Niece requested that the
County's representative provide an update during a future meeting.
2) Home Trust of Ouray County - Commissioner Niece requested that the Trust be invited to give
a presentation regarding the efforts undertaken to form the Trust.
3) Board of Health Updates - Commissioner Niece requested that the Board of Health be updated
regarding the ongoing COVIO-19 response efforts during regular meetings. He said suggested
that the Board discuss phasing out the Joint Policy Group Work Sessions as they were very
repetitive and were beginning to have diminishing returns. The Board agreed to discuss it at the
next Joint Policy Group meeting.
Commissioner Padgett discussed the following:
1) Commissioner Responsibilities - Commissioner Padgett requested that the Board have a
discussion about responsibilities and committee assignments on CCI, CCAT, Region 10, Club 20
and other organizations.
Commissioner Tisdel discussed the following:
1) Miller Mesa Recreation Trail (MMRT) - Commissioner Tisdel flagged that the Board needed to
have a discussion regarding the use of the funds designated for the MMRT maintenance.

A.

11:53

Call to the Public, continued:

Representative Lauren Boebert Letter
Jessie Orvis, Ridgway resident, referenced an article in the Ouray County Plaindealer that cited
Commissioner Tisdel as a signer of a letter condemning Representative Lauren Boebert for her
association with the right wing groups that supported the insurrection of the United States Capitol Building
on January 6, 2021. Orvis requested a copy of the letter. Commissioner Padgett said that she had not
reviewed or signed the letter, as she was not sworn in as a Commissioner at that point. Commissioner
Niece echoed Commissioner Padgett's statements. Commissioner Tisdel said that he had signed the
letter as an individual Commissioner and that the letter would be shared with Orvis.
Scot Carlisle, Wisteria Drive resident, questioned why the letter had not been discussed in an open
meeting prior to Commissioner Tisdel signing on.
Commissioner Tisdel said that the letter was sent on January 11, 2021 and that there was not a Board
meeting scheduled in which to discuss the letter, given the short turnaround time. Commissioner Tisdel
said that individual Commissioners could add their names and titles to letters.
Carlisle questioned why Commissioner Tisdel, as a representative of the people of Ouray County signed
the letter as a part of the government agency. He said that the action was quite offensive.
Commissioner Padgett reiterated that she did not sign onto the letter.
Carlisle reiterated that he found Commissioner Tisdel's action offensive and a breach of authority.

Zoom Meeting Platform
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Carlisle said that he had previously asked the Board to discontinue the use of the Zoom Virtual Meeting
platform in favor of a different platform located in the United States. He did not find it appropriate for the
County to send money to China.
Viner said that Zoom had worked well for the County and for members of the public and that no change
was contemplated.
Carlisle said that it was not a matter of operability; he opposed supporting a communist regime.
Commissioner Tisdel said that County Staff had looked into Carlisle's request. Hunt said that the
proposed alternative virtual meeting platform did not have a video option.
Carlisle said that County tax dollars used for a Zoom meeting subscription were supporting the Chinese
Army. He encouraged staff to find something that was comparable that was American-based.

12:23 The Board adjourned the regular session.
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