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Mission
Our mission is to provide residents
and visitors throughout the San
Luis Valley with accessible and
inclusive outdoor recreation
opportunities that connect
communities, balance
conservation, improve wellness,
encourage stewardship, and
contribute to the economic vitality
of the region.

San Luis
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5 full-time staff
45 coalition partners
Recreation Master Plan in 2014
SLV Gen Wild hub
Sangre de Cristo Dark Sky
Reserve
GOAT’s
More than 120 miles of
community trails built since
2015
Embajadores Program

Coggle:
Our Current
Network
Coggle is a “mind-mapping” service
we use to map our networks,
coalition work, and other initiatives.
Our coalition represents broad
interest groups including local,
state, and federal government
agencies, environmental nonproﬁts,
land trusts, educators, and more.
Membership is open.

How did we
get here?

A strong coalition that recognized the need for the
services that a nonproﬁt could bring to the table.

Secretary of the Interior Salazar

San Luis Valley Trails and Recreation Master
Plan

Asked our public land agencies to create a
coalition that could help the San Luis Valley
develop outdoor recreation opportunities

GOCO Planning Grant- Survey’s of the 6
county region, lead to a website and a name,
San Luis Valley Great Outdoors, harking to
Obama’s America's Great Outdoors

2014

2016
2015

2013
Initial Meetings

Conservation and Connection Initiative

San Luis Valley Great Outdoors (SLV GO!) was
originally formed in 2013 as a coalition by a
group of citizens, educators, and community
leaders who recognized the tremendous
opportunity to enhance recreational
experiences, improve wellness, and connect
the communities across the six-county region
of the San Luis Valley in southern Colorado.

Colorado Open Lands, Western Rivers, and the
Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust partnered
with the LOR Foundation. This provided a
regranting program that gave SLV GO an
executive director.

Now that we started it, how do we
maintain it.

On and on
Day to Day Leadership

Taking Shape

Handshake agreement with LOR to provide a
base level of funding for 3 years, started
seeking funding, GOCO Inspire Grant for our
youth outdoor rec coalition

Our work really begins to take shape, working
with multiple coalitions, successfully being
awarded grants, and balancing an effective
nonproﬁt business with community and
funder needs

2018

2020
2019

2017
6 County Region

Great Outdoors Action Team

Collective Impact Model, working with and
developing community coalitions, the
community guides the work, we support
however we need too

Moved into a seasonal full time trail
stewardship crew, a professional crew with
age ranges from 25 to 60. Competitive hourly
rates and machine equipped.

Into the Future of SLV GO!

To Present
Conservation and Recreation in Balance
Regional Partnership Work, you can’t have
recreation without also practicing good
conservation, GOCO Generation Wild

2022

2024
2023

2021
Regional Level Organization

Working across the the 6 counties of the San
Luis Valley but our work also extends to
Huerfano, Custer, and maybe some
partnerships with Chaffee

Conservation
and Recreation
in Balance
Our organization has always had
conservation in the forefront of our
decisions, but now we are explicitly saying
conservation is a part of what we do.
“Promote the protection, conservation, and
wise use recreation and trail development
for socio-economic sustainability, viability,
and the beneﬁt of the associated natural
environment.”
-SLV Trails and Recreation Plan, 2014

Regional
Partnership
Initiative
1)

2)

Expansion of our coalition
so we have equal
representation from all
pertinent sectors
Develop strategies for
action that are tailored to
applicable agents of change
within the SLV that are
conservation and recreation
focused

Contact Information
Visit SLV GO!’s website and Meet our Team!

